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THE INCAL 


‘Pure visual delight’ — NEWSWEEK 


Moebius, a giant of the European graphic novel. Master storyteller, fantasy artist, and 
creative force. Three collections of his work have already been published by Titan Books. 
Now Titan presents his greatest work, The Incal Trilogy. . 


Moebius and writer and film maker Jodorowsky's epic work. The cosmic saga of John . 
Difool, a private detective of the future, who upon gaining posession of the Incal, a force 
of immense power, is plunged into a vortex of the fantastic. 


° The Incal Book 1 


The odyssey begins as Difool finds the 
Incal. In his quest, he must flee galactic 
invaders, encounter mutants, zombie 
robots; journey to Techno City and sail 
acid seas to the Earth's core. 


96 page large format graphic novel 


The Incal Book 2 


John Difool must overcome psycho-rats 
and necro-robots at the Earth's core to 
reach the Crystal Garden. Here the Incal 
becomes the force needed to combat the 
Great Darkness. 


120 page large format graphic novel 
46.95 








The Incal Book 3 


John and his supporters in their final 
confrontation with the Great Darkness. 
As his teammates fall, as darkness 
appears to triumph; so Difool faces the 
ultimate encounter. 


96 page large format graphic novel 
&5.95 





AVAILABLE NOW 
FROM ALL GOOD BOOK AND COMIC SHOPS! 


RECEPTION 


am writing this on Sunday, October 16. This is the day of the AARGH! Independents’ Day gig at the 
Brighton Pavilion. Also today, the News of the World ran three headlined anti-gay stories. Also today, 
Network 7 had a feature on coming out. Synchronicity, it seems, is in full play today. I am writing this on 
Friday, November 4. This issue is late. Such is life. The best way, I suppose, to get into something like this is to 

start at the beginning. In this case, assuming the cover speaks for itself, the starting point would have to be 

the inside cover, a “Spill lt” from Dave McKean. For those of you who are reading Heartbreak Hotel for the first time, 
or perhaps for those of you who have been reading it regularly but aren't aware of how these things work, the “Spill It” 
pages are autobiographical, semi-autobiographical, or wishfully autobiographical pages, usually from established artists. 
These artists are not paid for doing a “Spill It”. It's their way of helping us do what we set out to do — namely, promote new 
British graphics and art talent. (It's also a bit of a laugh, "coz no one's ever asked ет to do anything like it before 一 “Му 
Life in Nine Panels” — but I just wanted to make the 
situation perfectly clear.) Anyhow, I said to Dave a 
couple of months ago, "Look Dave, I haven't got any 
Big Names doing a Spill It for me in the Motown issue. 
Do us one, will you?” Being the cuddly sort of guy that 
he is, he said yes. Now for those of you who have seen 
Violent Cases, you know that Dave likes to do lots of 
Fancy Things in his artwork. Given that ГА asked him 
rather late in the day, and didn’t want to restrain him 
to plain old black ink, I said he could go ahead and 
make his page as much of a production nightmare as 
he wanted. Instead, he gave us a dream. So, in a very 
long-winded sort of way, thanks Dave. For those of you 
who haven't read Violent Cases yet, I suggest you dash out 
and buy a copy. If that's too much like hard work, then send 
us a card marked Violent Cases, and the first five cards 
drawn after our mega lucky dip held on New Year's Day will 
receive shortly thereafter in the post a copy of said book 
signed by Mr McKean and author Neil Gaiman. I would also 
recommend Neil and Dave's latest collaboration, hitting the 
Black Orchid, a 
prestige format mini-series from DC Comics in full painted 
colour. Having used the name of the book as the 
headline for the Eartha Kitt interview, this gives us a 
convenient segue to a serious statement. What do you 
do when you get an interview in which the interviewee 
voices opinions on a very emotive issue which directly 
contradict your own? As the issue at hand is AIDS, and 
Don and myself have spent the past two years doing 
our utmost to try to get people to avoid using words 
like “guilty” or “innocent” in relation to this disease, 
and to try to stop people apportioning blame, we must 
emphatically state that Ms Kitt's views on AIDS are 
entirely her own and do not reflect the opinions of 
anyone else associated with this magazine. Call it 
making a mountain out of a molehill, but to run the 
interview without any comment would be just as irres- 
ponsible as the worst of the yellow press. Moving right 
along, this issue also has a number of surprises, not least of 


stands even as does this magazine 





, which are two comic strips requested by two of our 
interviewees, one past, the other present. The resurgent 
Sandie Shaw asked that we do her new single Please 
Help The Cause Against Loneliness as a strip. Pressed for space as we were, we thrust her request upon GROC, 
who willingly obliged. Sandie, by the way, sounds better than ever, and her album Hello Angel is truly 
excelllent. And yes, you guessed it, we've got a copy to give away to the first person with the correct answer to 
the following question drawn in that mega prize draw: What happened to the fellow who had a date at half past 
eight? The other request was from Ms Nona Hendryx, and thanks on this one are due to Fin Cowan, who turned in an ace 
job on incredibly short notice. Our next issue was to be pushed forward two weeks on account of Christmas, but as 
this issue is so late we've decided to hold it back until after Christmas instead. So let me take this opportunity, on 
behalf of Don and Trevs and the automated desk clerk and myself, to wish all of our readers happy holidays and 
best wishes for the New Year. ГА also like to mention one simply delightful stocking filler — the new graphic novel by 
Ann Nocenti and John Bolton, Someplace Strange. A modern-day, Spielberg-esque fairy tale, it spins a tale of a land where 
dreams come true. But what kind of dreams do people really have . . . ? We've got a copy of Someplace Strange signed by 
John Bolton to give away in our prize draw — just mark your card “Strange”. A last word about our next issue. As it's 
our first anniversary issue, the theme is jukebox/requests and it features an all-star line-up including Brett 
Ewins, Hunt Emerson, Grant Morrison, and a painted cover by Alan Moore. And finally, for those of you who are 
wondering who it is writes this bit — it's me, Lionel. 'Bye now! 
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What do you think of modern music? 
I don't. 
You don't like any of it? 


les not a matter of not 
liking any of it — some of it is okay — but I don't 
think the young people are saying anything today. 
They are confused, as we are all confused. The 
music obviously — as in all generations — depicts 
what is happening today, also the yesterdays and 
perhaps what we would like for our tomorrows, 
but they are doing a lot of stomping. 


What is it that young 
people want today? Ihave no idea. Because I'm not 
getting anything from their music telling me what 
their needs are, what their desires are. Everything 
is electronic, everything is very techical; techno- 
logy has taken over to the extent that you are using 
these buttons to express yourselves, but there is 
nothing that these buttons are saying except a lot 
of noise. 


But part of the form means using technology to 
achieve the message. 


What is the message 
through technology? 


Well, part of the message is purely sound itself. 


That's what is really radical about, say, hip- 


hop. 
Hip what? 


Hip-hop. Things like Public Enemy. You know, 
you see these guys on the street wearing big 
leather jackets and they have their boxes on their 
arms; the stuff that pumps out of them is very 
rhythmic, metallic-sounding. 


That's it. It’s very 
metallic, there’s no soul behind it. For you, yes, 
but you're asking me what I feel and I’m telling you 
what I feel. What are you developing into? Where 
are you going with this technology? 


Music always pushes forward... It starts off with 
basic melody, then goes on to... 


But there is ոօ melody! 
For you there is a melody but I’m telling you what I 


HEARTBREAK Ф HOTEL 


Eartha Kitt is the original cat 
who walked by herself. From 
freezingly austere to huggably 
friendly in one sentence, she 
talks about what she knows — 
and when she talks, you know 
you'd better listen. The dynamic 
duo, Trevs Phoenix and 
Charmaine Curry, listened to her 
between performances of Follies 
at the Shaftesbury Theatre. 


feel. Once in a while, yes you hear something come 
out of it that you feel you might like to listen to. 
Lionel Richie, for instance, I like him very much... 
and what's-his-name, Stevie Wonder. 


But they’ve been around a long time! 


Whats wrong with 
that? I’ve been around a long time! At least they're 
saying something. What the young people are 
saying is that they have no... We're talking in 
generalities and there's always an exception to the 
rule, maybe here and there, but I don't even 
remember their names because they come up and 
you don't hear of them anymore. 


"Those artists who have 
something to say and who do sing a melody and do 
sing words that are meaningful, they may not be 
making the big times at the moment, but we call 
them sleepers because you'll still be hearing their 
names fifteen, twenty years from now... which is a 
Stevie Wonder and a Lionel Richie. All I hear is a 
lot of noise. I’m waiting for music to become music 
again. At the moment, it’s not even being written! 


When I did those dance 
records for Scorpio, the words were there. Those 
words were written for me... but every song was 
the same and they just changed the words a little 


























bit. I said, “Now wait a minute. I’m an interpreter 
of words, an interpreter of phrases, I tell a story. 
How many times can you tell the same story? How 
many times can I say I want diamonds, furs and 
Cadillac cars? It’s going to get boring.” 


And this is what’s hap- 
pening to the music today. It’s boring because you 
have the same beat, the same sound and it doesn’t 
progress into anything. You say one line in 
something: “Kiss me tonight”, maybe. And that’s 
all you say in the record and that’s all you 
remember. 


I went to the Hippo- 
drome the other night — Boom! Boom! I got so 
bored with this music I said get me the hell out of 
here... And it’s tone deafening. If I had stayed 
there any longer... I was hiding under the 
furniture because I didn’t want my eardrums 
beaten away because I had to work the next day 
and it would have made me tone deaf. I may be 
singing out of tune. 


I wouldn’t consider what they play at the 
Hippodrome to be a good example... 


Im not just talking 
about the Hippodrome; Stringfellows is the same 
thing! So where are the places that you say you go 
to where the music is great and you want to go 
there every night or, say, once a week? 


The Fridge, or — well, the names won't mean 
anything to you... 


The Fridge? Even the 


name itself sickens me! 
What’s wrong with the name?! 


Tt means you want to go 
in there and freeze! What are you freezing of? 


Because it’s cool, that’s why it’s... 

On sure, it’s cooool... 
Do you like working in London? 

I love London and that's 
why I'm here. Even though I didn’t know the show 


before, I'm now liking the show very much. I only 
knew the song I'm still here before because I 


rewrote the lyrics and I was singing it for a long 
time, but now I'm singing Sondheim’s lyrics. 


T like the show, I like the 
people in the show and I like the song. The song 
says something. It has music behind it. You can 
re-mem-ber the melody. Not only that, you can 
remember the words. Not only that, you can 
remember what the words are saying. Not only 
that, you can hear the words because I e-nun-ciate 
extremely well! 


I don't understand what 
the kids are singing, even Michael Jackson. I can't 
understand anything he sings except maybe one 
line here and there... “Beat It, Beat It, Beat It!” — 
that's all I remember. And what is the other one? 
I'm — bad? 


Yes. He's bad. 


"а, 


Ha ва ha! Bad, bad, 
bad. So, you're bad. Where do you go from 
there? 

They are constructed in a different way though — 
it’s verse, hook hook hook, then a little more 
verse, then more hook... 


Because it's gotten to be 
such a big business today, the recording business, 
that you don't need the artist any more. You press 
a button and the technology becomes the enter- 
taining factor. Well, I don't see where that is 
artistry. I’m not saying that I never will, but it 
certainly has to be much improved upon. In- 
terpreting life as songs, as stories, are supposed to 
do. 


Like in the Twenties and 
the Thirties — I wasn’t around in those days, but! 
— those songs are still being played today. We сап 
remember them; we call them evergreens because 
they were talking about everyday life. And thereis 
no end to everyday life. Therefore people should 
be writing songs about what is happening to them, 
they should feel something. 


Maybe the kids want to 
go to sleep, maybe they want to just lie in limbo 
until they wake up tomorrow and find a better 
world. But they can't leave the world to be 
bettered by their mothers and fathers. We can’t do 
it without the children... and you kids cannot 
afford to go to sleep because too much is happening 
too fast. 


What are the things you are proud of, over your: 


long career? What things stand out for you? 
a 


My daughter. I'm very 
proud of my daughter. I'm very proud of the fact 
that I brought her into this world. We've been 
around the world together, so she’s seen different 
cultures and different societies so she's not 
thinking only about how much she has in the 
bank. 


N aturally we all have to 
pay our bills,so I'm not talking against money. But 
never sacrifice yourself for the sake of money. To 
be in show business — or any kind of business — 
just because you wanna make money, that means 
you're a prostitute. And not only are you whoring 
yourself, you're whoring the business. We call 
those people yuppies. 


Principles. 


"Thats what Га talking 
about exactly. Principles. If you do not have 
Principles, there is no reason to be doing anything 
except... whatever I suppose you wanna do 
naturally... 


So what did you do at the Hippodrome the other 
night? 


I just went in to say 
hello, that they should give more to AIDS. 


Are you campaigning for that in the states? 


I have been campaigning 
for AIDS since the beginning of time. Looonng 
before Elizabeth Taylor got involved. Because I 
have a lot of friends from many years ago who got 
lost in that, who were lost to AIDS. 


How do you feel about the way things are going, 
the way governments are responding? 


Why does everybody 
pick on the governments? I mean, the people who 
got themselves into the predicament are now 
passing it on to the heterosexuals. And whatever is 
happening now, it's gotten very bad and I think it 
is probably much worse than we maybe think it is. 
So that everybody is now afraid to have any kind 
of relationship. I mean, God help those who help 
themselves. 


I pick on the government because they put 
themselves there as the arbiters of taste and 
morality; they say if you do these things then 
you'll have a good life. And you pay inordinate 
amounts of taxes every year so you expect to get 
something back for your money. 


Not if you're a sinner! If 
you don't think it's a sin, it’s up to you to think the 
way you want to think about personal behaviour. 
But promiscuity does not bring happiness for 
other people. Because once you have gotten 
yourself involved in that kind of thing then you're 
taking a chance of passingit on to other people who 
are perfectly innocent. And I think that's wrong. 


It takes up to ten years 
for this germ to reveal itself so you may be clean 
today and one affair somewhere can make you 
guilty of something that you are perfectly innocent 
of. People's personal behaviour is up to them — 
I’m not interested in interfering with that — but I 
do think that we should all take much more 
precaution in our personal behaviour so that we 
do not pass whatever it is we are guilty of on to 
someone else who is not guilty. 


Do you believe in God? 


I believe in God; I don't 
believe in the Church. I respect those who believe 
in the Church, but I'm not an organised religion 
person. Religion has nothing to do with God. If it 
was so you wouldn't be having so many wars and 
people wouldn’t be fighting each other over 
religion. If man is made in the image of God, then 
so am I. I am a part of God. 


You've probably noticed Batmania sweeping 
Britain again and Catwoman fans coming up to 
you. Any happy memories of the show to share 
with us? 


Tt was all very happy 
moments except for the two idiots that played 
Robin and Batman! They could never remember 
five words in a line. So they were wasting a lot of 
money for the studio and that’s why it was 
cancelled. That’s another thing. I was educated 
for the Theatre in the New York School of 
Performing Arts even though I had no intention of 
ever getting into showbusiness. But it’s a very 
disciplined world. And if you’re not a disciplined 
person you don’t last very long in this business — 
unless you're making 3500000000 much money 
that no one gives a damn how you behave in your 
personal life. But if you don’t have respect for the 


business you don’t last long in the legitimate 
theatre. 


What does “respect” mean? 


You know your lines, 
you're there on time and you do your job. You 
have respect for the others who are in the company 
with you. Because every time you walk on to that 
stage you are working as a unit, not as a solo 
person. 


Even though Fm 
aceustomed to working on my own, when you'rein 
a unit in a legitimate piece in the theatre, you have 
to work with one another, not against one another. 
Because whatever happens on that stage, that 
audience is going to feel it. 


One person can ruin Чав 
whole thing, because the attention is on th.at one 
person who is not doing what they're ssüpposed to 
be doing. And that's not what we call discipline. 


You've been doing this for са very long time... 


S шее 1945. I have been 
in this business over fc ırty years. 


And you'd always wai.nted to... 


No. 1 „iust told you I had 
no intention of being in showbusine:ss. My teachers 
sent me to the School of Performing’ Arts because 
they wanted me to be brought out because I 
wouldn't talk. I was and still am a very shy 
person. 


They thought I was a 
backward child, because I was afraid. I was given 
away when I was a child and badly treated by the 
family I was given to so I never wanted to attract 
attention to myself. I was hiding all the time with 
the cats and the dogs and whatever else I could 
hide with. In the forest. 


We lived in South Caro- 
lina, so when my aunt brought me up to New York 
after my mother died, she put me in school and it 
was not a very... happy... situation for me because 
I didn't know anything about being in school, and I 
wouldn't talk because I was afraid. 


So my teachers made me 
audition for the School of Performing Arts and I 
won the scholarship — fearfully won the scholar- 
ship — and that was to teach me how to get along 
with others through conversation. Actually they 
were teaching me how to talk. To bring me out. 


And by accident I went 
for an audition, on a dare, for a ballet company. I 
didn't know anything about dancing but in a 
show-off manner I went down and won another 
scholarship and that's how I came to London. 


Ī stayed in Paris and 
went out on my own as a singer and that's how I got 
with Orson Welles as an actress and won the Best 
Foreign Actress award of 1951, I think it was... 
Then I was called back to America because of the 
attention I had gotten over here. That's how I got 
into showbusiness. But I had no intention of 
getting into showbusiness... 


But once you were in, you liked it and decided to 
stay. 


Well, it was a good way 
for me to run away from home. Because my aunt 
was also abusing me. And to give me a good 
education and make a living for myself, because I 
never wanted to be dependent upon anybody. I 
still don't. 
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FIVE YEARS OF BASIC NAUGHTINESS 


The first in a brand new series of compilation books of the 2 
Puliezer Prize winning newspaper strip by BERKE BREATHED. ' a 


Starring Opus the Penguin, Bill the Cat, Steve the Sleaze, 5 2 
Binkley, Oliver and of course Milo. V = = 
26:21 9 
"Bloom Су .. „a captivating blend of charm and sass” = „> 
— NEWSWEEK / та 
As featured сл THE GUARDIAN and on the cover of the AD プン 
September COMICS JOURNAL. » p c5 


Available from your local comic shop, book shop or send £6.95 plus £2 post and 
Packaging to JBP Book Offer, Р.О. Box 232, Melksham, Wilts. SN12 758. bw 


BLOOM COUNTY BABYLON : £6.95, 224 pages. No b 
BILLY AND THE BOINGERS : Coming October 13, £4.50, 121 pages 


YOUDO.? OH GOOD! 
CANYOU KEEP IT 
| FOR ME? 


YOUR 
COMICS? 


COMIC SHOP 


Virgin Megastore Virgin Megastore Virgin Megastore Virgin Marble Arch 
pA 14-16 Oxford Street 4 98 Corporation St 157-161 Western Rd 527 Oxford Street 

London ak Birmingham Brighton London 

or pho or phone or phone 

01-631 "1284 Ext 260 021-200 1437 0273 25300 
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He Mayhove Conquered the Werte’ 





Bat mt бы. UNIVERSE 


SOME PEOPLE 
HAVE SECRET 
IDENTITIES. . .SOME 
JUST HAVE SECRETS. 













NEIL GAIMAN 
DAVE McKEAN 


A THREE ISSUE SERIES 
IN DC’s PRESTIGE FORMAT 


BEGINNING IN NOVEMBER 


SHY AHEAD 


R. TM DO COMICS INC. © 1668 
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Dolls by M Току Հ 


Modes by M.Dayyd Shenton === 
© House of Shenton. Trade enquiries welcomed, || 
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Batman and bat logo are © DC Comics Inc. HEARTBREAK @ HOTEL 





JUST COMICS 


100,000 Comics 
Plastic bags for 
Marvel/DC/ 
Treasury/Eagle/ 
Golden Age/ 
Magczine/2000AD 


GOMIC SHOP ` 


NOW ON LARGER UPPER FLOOR 


© Marvel © DC © First © 
© Eclipse © Freak Brothers © 
© Valkyrie © Dark Horse © 
© Comico © 2000 ло © Viz © 
© T-shirts © Graphic Novels © 
© АП the latest imports © 


Send SAE for 
catalogue 


JUST COMICS 


2, Crossmead Avenue © Comic Boxes © 
Greenford 


5 © Comic Bags © 
Middl 5 
EM aa 2 WELLINGTON PLACE, (BARRACK RD), [x 
NORTHAMPTON 2 0604-231690 | ол" тек 


(Upstairs at Blitz Video) 








MAIL ORDER LISTS 

NOW READY — SOUL, 
EPs, BRITISH BEAT, 
BLUES & R&B, AND 8 
"705,/'805 NEW WAVE. © 


(Established 1972) 

3 KENTISH TOWN RD 
CAMDEN TOWN 
LONDON NWI 


ЈО) 


аа 7 Interested in the above ki 


OPEN PORIS ENER The SHEFFIELD SPACE CENTRE я 


provides the service you are looking for 
Recorded Music our comprehensive stock includes: 
1948-1988 © FREAK BROTHER'S COMICS 
© FAT FREDDY’S 
Records New & Ф CAT 
Second Hand қ e VIZ 
e 2000 A.D. New & Back Issues 
e HEAVY METAL 
е TITAN BOOKS 
e TEE SHIRTS 
© GRAPHIC NOVELS 
e ЕС. BOXED SETS 
e PORTFOLIOS 
9 COMIC BAGS & BOXES 
ALL major COMIC products 


Weekly delivery of AMERICAN comics 
ка 
PLUS "UK. & US. Paperbacks А); 


STAR TREK & DR. WHO material „ad 
Film & TV. Patches, badges, models, S 
posters, stills & album soundtracks% 


If you don't live in the area we offer а ERES 


mail order service on all our stock. ラン っ > 
CZ 


HEFFIELD S3 8HS, EN! 
742) 758905 


CHECK OUT OUR NEW MAG A Goldmine Of 


MY FRIEND JACK 
MAIL ORDER £1.50 8 25р P&P. 
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ALL You WANT To vo в ВЕ 
TOGETHER, EVEN WATCHING 
ZASTENDERŚ „ lo NICE .. 





EVERY MEAL 
НА THAT 
СЕРТАМ JE 
NE 948 QUOI 








EVERY Рус 
MOMENT 15 
ՀՎ RECORDED 
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COMIC... = Ў „AND 
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— Վ (—— 1 
NO HEADCOUNT TOO HIGH @ NO PAYCHEOVE TOO BIG 
ON SALE NOW る 28 PAGES 9 FULL COLOUR Տ MONTHLY 








1988 GPARKER CALKIN 





116578 SAYS IN TRIS 
AMAGAZINE THAT Youre DEAD! 


Մա BELIEVE SUCH CRAP! 
TUST SOME ENVIOUS BIMBO 
TRYING To USURP ME. 


BUT I MAY DIE OF BOREDOM IF 
1 Don'T JUMP OVToF A PLANE 
TODAY, So ARRANGE Ir! 51961 


BoDIES IN | 
FREE FALL | 
TRAVEL AT | 
SPEEDS UP 
To 120 МРн, 
ACCELERATING Ë 
M 5? ЕЕЕТ 
PER SECOND 
PERSECOND 








A CLASSIC CASE OF AN AERIAL 
\N PARACHUTE MALFUNCTION. 





N THE PLAN 
TO JOIN THE 


CLINICAL RESEARCH HAS SHOWN 
JS THAT INDIVIDUALS FACING AN 
IMMINENT DEATH ЗЕЕ THEIR 
LIVES FLASH BEFORE THEM AT A 





To be continued! 
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ust make it ай up,” says Nona Hendryx in a 
low octave, Betty Boop sort of voice. “I’m 
sure that way your readers will find it all more 
interesting. Besides, I never read anything 
that's written about me. | mean, if it’s an 
interview, I was already there and I know 

what I said so it would be like spending my time looking at myself 

in the mirror. And if it's a review, then it's just one person's 





| opinion; good or bad, it's all pretty much the same, isn’t it?” 


Nona Hendryx lives in a world of her own — an uncompromising 


j world where she calls the shots and the only demands are that she 


achieves her own personal best. This commitment to excellence has 
gained Nona a Grammy Award nomination and won her the New 
York Music Award for best R ‘n’ B female vocalist — twice. 

Nona gained international acclaim as the driving creative force 
behind Labelle, culminating in the worldwide number 1 hit, Lady 
Marmalade (Voulez-vous coucher avec moi?). The break-up of the 
group led to “an interesting period, musically” for Nona. 

"1 was working with people like DeFunkt, Material and Talking 
Heads. | really liked that time because we were all using different 
elements of music and stretching it; all the boundaries were being 
broken." Her work with Material led to another UK chart success — 
the seminal funk rock dance track, Bustin’ Out. Since then, Nona 
has worked with such diverse artists as Cameo, Laurie Anderson 
and Peter Gabriel. 

"1 think that variety is good in music. It's sort of like travelling 
around the world — you have a good experience and then you 
move on. I don't like a lot of baggage; hanging on to a lot of stuff 
and not being able to let go of it. I much prefer the new 
experience." 

New experiences for Nona now mean producing a band called 
Child-bearing Hips. "They're sort of country rock funk,” she says, 
laughing. "But they have great lyrics. They really want to say 
something. I’m also doing a lot of writing. | suppose you would call 


_ my own stuff New Age. It's a different type of music that I would 


never put on an album before, and I’m writing some poetry that 
wouldn't really sit т a pop vein.” 

A parting shot from Nona is an admission that she always loved 
Archie comics, and would love to be a comic book character. “Га 
like to be in something like Masters of the Universe,” she says. 
Well, Nona, this one’s for you! 
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Continuing your crucial 
cut-out-and-keep guide to 
essentials of modern living 
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WOULD You KINDLY 
HOLD MY INSIDE LEG! 
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ТНЕ АСМЕ СОМІС5 5НОР 


The Acme Comics Shop presents comics 
from A to Z- Imports, Marvel, DC and the 
best of the rest. Back issues- a wide stock 
at sensible prices- Graphic Novels and 
Trade Paperback collections. A large 
number of T-shirts, badges, posters, and 
postcards from all the publishers....Humour 
from the high (Freak Brothers) to the low (Viz). 
Room enough to relax , and a friendly 
face or two- dont be afraid to ask 
questions, we're here to help !! 


ACME COMICS, 

391 COLDHARBOUR LANE, 
BRIXTON, 

LONDON SW9 8LQ 















OWN MATTERED MOST to me 15 years ago. That was a time when I and my friends in 
ord, North Devon, would spend every Thursday evening at the Durant House Hotel disco 
mg vodka and lime and trying — rather ineptly — to get laid. 

ewhere around 11pm on these occasions the music would change, with The Sweet, T. Rex 
ary Glitter giving way to The Four Tops, The Supremes and Marvin Gaye. It was at this 
that the guys who had struck out gathered around the bar for a last burst of bravado 
drinking. It was also at this point that Dave, the DJ, would invariably play one of 
two Leonore Gold tracks — either Mans Estate or Sacred Love. 

Dave was unguestionably the hippest person any of us knew at the time, partly 
because he was two or three years older than the rest of us, and partly because he 
had a brother in the navy who would occasionally bring him back the most 
unbelievable records. 

I suppose the records which Dave's brother produced were ancestors of today's 
Rare Groove. But you have to remember that a much narrower range of American 
records got a UK release in those days — and we country boys were not exactly 
hard to impress. 

Even now, though, listening to those two Leonore Gold songs on a beat-up, old 
Ronco Sounds of the Sixties compilation, that voice sounds every bit as special as 
it did 15 years ago. Man's Estate — a slow, yearning ballad about the pain of 
everyday life — has all the sweetness of a young Sam Cooke. There's one moment 
at the end of the third verse where the music drops out almost entirely, leaving 
Gold with a couple of gorgeous a capella notes. It's still a heart-stopping moment. 

The self-penned Sacred Love, on the other hand, is raunchier and throaty, built 
round a stomping horn riff. Almost buried in the mix is a gospel piano backing 
reflecting Gold’s church choir apprenticeship. 

I found the Ronco collection in a bargain bin something like two or three years 
ago. It was only through pure chance that I happened to notice Gold’s name way 
down towards the bottom of the list of featured artists. The record itself is 
scratchy and three parts knackered, but I don't think it's merely nostalgia that 
keeps Man's Estate coming up so fresh. 

The Ronco collection features a brief biography of Gold, the only written details 
of his life Гуе ever come across. This is what it says: 

*Leonore Charles Gold was born in Detroit, Michigan in 1942, the son of Baptist 
minister Reverend D.M. Gold. He first made his name singing in local clubs and 
bars, the gospel rhythms of his music and the total conviction of his vocals 
eventually bringing him a contract with Berry Gordy’s fledgling Tamla Motown 
label. A knifing incident in one of the very clubs where Gold used to sing brought 
his career to a tragically premature end in 1963. But although Gold never 
achieved the lasting fame many feel he deserved, Motown fans still remember 
him for a handful of incredible songs and ballads.” 

In the tiny photograph accompanying Gold’s bioigraphical details on the sleeve, 
he is seen on the rural homestead he purchased during his brief moment of fame. 
It is his world-weary stance which reveals that, despite Gold’s upbringing, the 
Lord did not enjoy unrivalled domain over his soul —— as if you couldn’t tell as 
much from that soaring, roaring, knowing voice. 

And it’s the voice which this piece is really about. Gold is far from being the 
only singer to slip through posterity’s net. But those of us with the dumb luck to 
catch him at his peak will always welcome the chance to try and get across just 
how good this guy was in the hope that, via a re-release or two, he might find a 
new audience. 

Otherwise, it would be almost as if he never existed. And Leonore Gold deserves 
a better fate than that. 
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PO YOU KNOW 
WHAT HE'S ON 
ABOUT? 












































NICK ĀBAPZIS 88.0 


Rejected by every major 
publisher in England:— 
Gollancz 


Pan 


Picador 
Secker & Warburg 
Penguin 


Sphere 


Abacus 

Macdonald 

Futura 

Faber & Faber 
Jonathan Cape 
Hutchinson 


Sidgwick & Jackson 
New English Library 


Hodder & Stoughton 

W H Allen MEN ONE DI 
Star 

Weidenfeld & Nicholson 


Collins 


¿é Busby D: "А: V: 
BRITTON 


Bodley Head 
George Allen & Unwin 


“T believe that we should only read 
those books that bite and sting us. If 
a book does not rouse us with a 
blow, then why read it?” 

Franz Kafka 


“Man is incarnate sexual instinct,’ 
since he owes his origin to 
copulation and the wish of his 
wishes to copulate ... The sexual act 
is the unceasing thought of the 
unchaste and the involuntary, an 

, ever-ready recurring daydream of 

_ the chaste, the key of all 
intimations, an ever-ready matter 
of fun, an inexhaustible source of 
jokes.” 

: Schopenhauer 


“Look for a long time at what 
pleases you, and longer still at what 
pains you.” 

Colette Direct from Savoy, 279 Deansgate, Manchester M3 4EW, England. 


Hardback £1linc. p&p 


A Savoy Art Advertisement 








What's the difference | 
Books and E 


Fuck all! They both sell hamburgers! 


AVOY 
WARS 











FIRST HITLER’S DIARY, 
NOW LORD HORROR. 






г. 
Lord шил proby: 






MY LIFE 
BEGINS 


A FEW LINES DRAWN 
ONAPAGE INA 
MAGAZINE 
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David Leach, 
quite the 
maddest person 
in comics, 
entertains with 
his Lene Lovich 

impression 


Steve Leialoha, 
Trevs Phoenix 
and Mike 
Mignola ponder 
the unbearable 
lightness of 
designer specs 

























































































Marvel UK’s , 
leather boys » 
make an 
entrance — (l-r) 
David Hine, 
Dan Abnett, 
Kev Hopgood 





HOTEL 


T.. comics industry and 


its readership have undergone a rapid, albeit 
somewhat belated, maturation in the late 
Eighties, allowing for a diversity of style and 
content unheard of a decade ago. In a to 
further bring the comic strip out of the 
cultural closet, the owners of the Acme 
Comic Shop have opened The Basement 
Gallery, London’s first art gallery specialis- 
ing in the work of comics artists. 

“With the exception of Mel Calman’s Car- 
toon Gallery, which specialises in a different 





genre of comic art — the panel or strip 
cartoon — London galleries have largely 
ignored graphic storytelling as an art form in 





its own right,” says gallery co-ordinator 
David Tarafder. 

“The recent surge of interest in comics 
shown by the general press has not been 
capitalised upon by the art establishment 
except in one-off exhibitions which, more 
often than not, try to place the developments 
in this popular medium within the context of 
the elite art world. 

“As so often happens, the comics them- 
popular 
nd the ‘appropriations’ recog- 
nised as fine art. This does little service to 


selves ar dismissed as 


ephemera 


soon 





anyone — fine artists, comics artists or the 
public.” 

The gallery opened with an exhibition of 
work by the extremely talented Dave 
McKean, whose portrait of The Joker sold 
for just under £3,000 at the recent UK 
Comic Art Convention — commercial art 
buyers take note! The opening was well 
attended by leading comics creators from 
both sides of the Atlantic. 

“We envisage the gallery being us 
both an exhibition space and as a mark 
place for original comics art,” says Tarafder. 
Future shows will include an exhibition of 
work from Virago’s First Love book (Novem- 
ber 7-19) and a one-man show by John 
Watkiss — The Art of Darkness (November 
21-December 17). 

The Basement Gallery is at the Acme Comics Shop, 391 
Coldharbour Lane, Brixton, London SW9 8LQ. Open 


Thursday-Saturday, 10.00-6.00 or by appointment, B 
(01) 274. 7478. 
























AN 
Trina Robbins ad 
Jim's cherub 


— ~ 
Guest of honour Dave McKean 
face to face with a violent case 









No chicken jokes, please 














լ մր... к кы 
Still life with Chester Brown and 


Yummy Fur 


David Hine wonders why he's 
the only person without a drink 









| 
Tarafder gets his glasses Al Davison, writer and artist of 
off just in time The Spiral Cage, with a friend 










Acme Press chief cutie Cefn 
Ridout, dashing as ever 


Julie Hollings and Trina Robbins 
toast the photographer 
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REALITY 1222: | BY DISRAELI 


BACH ONE ՕԲ 05 CARRIES OUR 
OWN VERSION OF THE WORLD 
INSIDE OUR MINDS, YOU KNOW. 


\ MADNESS IS MAST, BAT "FICTION 
5 ONDE: 


Е REALITY 1e pessy M == 

1 П INP INCONI | BUT FICTION СА ոտ | 

ЕС ШШЕН © >. BE CONTROLLED, PROBLEMS CAN BE IF I COULD TURN THE FACE ON YOU. 
RESOLVED, ENPINGS CAN BE HAPPY. 











PATENT OF RIDICULOUSNESS APPLIED FOR. 
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The first thing that strikes 
you when you are having a 
conversation with Lenny 
Henry is just how deep his 
speaking voice is. | somehow 
expected it to be a lot higher. 
1 also had the impression that 
Lenny Henry had just recent- 
ly got into comics. Wrong. 
“lve been reading them 
since | was 8 or 9. | used to 
get these ones called Smash!, 
Pow, Wham!, and Terrific. 
They were British reprints of 
the American Marvel Comics. 
And I used to read all the 
British funny comics. 

“It was a really anti-social 
habit. Like at my school, we 
would have one open day 
every year when the kids 
could do what they liked. All 
the other kids would be out 
there playing but I'd be sit- 
ting in the corner reading 
comics. 

“| had a friend then called 
Steven Power, and I always 
expected him to fly over a 
building or something. Yeah, 
I was well into them.” 

When Lenny talks about to- 
day's comics, his conversa- 
tion is — inadvertently — 
peppered with the phrase 
"when I was a kid”. 

"Comics are always good,” 
says Lenny, "but they're just 


not manageable any longer. 
There’s so many of them now. 
I don't know where to start, 
so when I go into a shop I just 
want someone to say 'If you 
don't read this you're mad’.” 


Lenny Henry is currently 
touring the country getting 
together material for a film of 
his show, provisionally titled 
Wicked and Wild. He is also 
filming a Christmas special 
for the BBC. 


LENNY 
HENRY 


WICKED AND WI 





“Elvis used to be my 
7 hero. And 
Muhammad Ali — 
he’s a genius. But 
then one day you 
discover they’re just 
people, and that’s 
the saddest thing. 
I'm much more of a 
fan now. I don't 
have heroes — 
except in comics.” 





51 used to spend hours trying to draw Gene Colan's 
Matt Murdock. I would section off the panels and 
everything, but I could never get the glasses right.” 








“When I read Watchmen, 1 wrote my first-ever fan 
letter, to Alan Moore. Sometimes I try to give 
comics that I think are really good to Dawn to read. 
And sometimes I have visions of her taking all my 
comics after we’ve had an argument or something, 
piling them in the middle of the room and burning 


them.” 


"1 like Ho- 
ward Cha- 
kin's stuff 
in American 
Flagg — a 
mix of 
titillation 











couldn't 
believe it in 
Blackhawk : 
when I opened it up and saw them having oral sex. When 
I was a kid, that was Underground Comix! And from DC! I 
mean, DC were always so staid!” 


HEARTB 





"1 always take some 
comics with me on 
tour, just to have 
something to touch 
base with. People 
will come into my 
dressing room and 
pick one up and ask, 
^How can you relate 
to an Aardvark?” 





^| love Maggie and 
Hopey, but Maggie's got 
really fat now and it's 
gone strange. 
Heartbreak Soup is the 
great American novel 
being redone as a 
comic.” 
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VIVI KŻ 


FREAK BROTHERS 
COLLECTION TWO 


includes: 

Shootout at The County Slammer 
A Mexican Odyssey 

Tricky Prickears 

Govemor Richpigge 

The Legendary Dope Famine 
and lots more 


Paperback Album 80 pages ISBN 0 86166 041 2 
In the shops soon at £4.95 

or £5.50 by post from Knockabout 

Send for free illustrated catalogue 


Щ (сив!) (OD MADE ME 
T! 


present 


% ILL KILL YOu, You 
INSENSITIVE NAZI 
SCUMBAG 7 


KNOCKABOUT, 10 ACKLAM ROAD, LONDON W 10 502, UK. (01) 969 2945 
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MEGA CITY, 18 INVERNESS STREET, CAMDEN TOWN, LONDON NW1 7H) 8 (01) 485 9320 


HOW TO FIND US: Take the right-hand exit out of Camden Town tube. Turn right into 
the High Street. Cross the road and Inverness Street is the first turning on your left. 
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Specialists in American Comics 


ө New Imports every week 
ө Badges and Posters 
е Graphic Novels 
e Original Artwork 
ө Mylar Bags 
ө Fanzines € T-Shirts 


[7A Ci. 0, € Comic collecting 
1597 х accessories 
| Տ a ンプ Հ. f | | 
Ч! NAJ Judge Dredd 


я 4 ж U 
c ANJA “9,2, ГА. うう Halo Jones Кагу Kat 
22% Чаде Ad s Asterix Tintin 
442, 4, 111333 АЯ Doonesbury Viz 
ван : ҚА Peanuts Escape 
COM ЕС > Freak Bros. If... 
The Far Side Zippy 
SHOWC Ą SL Little Nemo Garfield 
Modesty Blaise 


Bloom County 
Calvin & Hobbes 


LONDON OXFORD CAMBRIDGE 
26 Neal Street WC2 100 Clements Street 17 Norfolk Street 
Tel. (01) 240 3664 Tel, (0865) 723680 Tel. (0223) 69206 















A Prologue to JERUSALEM 
written and drawn by FloydH. 
With Special thanks to Joseph 
Koch, George Pratt and the folks 
տ New Վ К City (Yo! BROOKLYN), 
Very Special thanks to SARAH 
BRAMLEY- ANDERSON my 
Model Гог Миуриц. (u--KIN-A /) 


for Mayleen % 





NOT IMPRESSED EH? 
50 WHENDIDYOU START 
PISSIN’CHAMPAGNE 72, 











ІМЕ ALWAYS BELIEVED THAT 
ANY PLANET OUR SIZE, THE 
ŠAME DISTANCE FROM THE 
SUN AS US WOULD EVOLVE 2 
PRETTY MUCH THÉSAME. Ж 


ーー ン 
„OR WHETHER 17154 
PARAPDOXICALL/ ий 
OPPOSITE, BEHIND JĄ 
OR AHEAD OF US, 
| DUNNO--- 
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CHRIST, | MISS YOU. AND 1 
AIN'T EVEN GONE YET... 




















BUT MANBE THINGS REJ 


SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT! 
LIKE, WORLD WAR 2 
NEVER APPENED 
“CAUSE ADOLF TOOK 
UP GARDENIN 7 





STILL, MUSTN'T 
GET MORBID EH? 





OH YEAH, GUESS WHAT ? 
ME THEORY ABOUT , 
YOU LOT IS STARTIN? 
TO SOUND MORE `N 
MORE PLAUS! BLE / 


МЕ MATE READ A BOOK 
BY THIS VONNEGUT JR. 
GEEZER, NE SANS 
YOU GUYSRE, LEAKS 


TO ANOTHER WORLD/ 
INTRIGUING EHP 


ВУ... SHE RECKONS ME 
EGOIS 5000 BIG... 
«+ THAT VM 4200 FULLOF 
SELF -IMPORTAN CE, THAT 
| THINK THE UNIVERSE IS 
| CENTERED AROUND ME... 
„THAT EVERYONE 15 
PART OF MY SCENAKYO... 
- AND ON JUDGEMENT 
DAY, I'LL BE THE 
ONL ONE JUDGED 
AS PM THE ONLY 
ONE GOD WAS 
BOTHERED TO 


REALLY CREATE! | 

















STILL, | LIKE THE IDEA ОЕ ANOTHER MURPHY 
STARIN’ AT ANOTHER YOU IN ANOTHER WORLD.” 





MANBE SHE PLAYS THE FLUTE OR 
PIANO, OR DOESN'T HAVE A 
PAIN-IN- THE -SMARTASS SISTER! 





LII 
THINGS AIN'T CHANGED MUCH. 
FENCES, WEEDS, CATS, FLOWERS, 
BIRDS, BIRDSHIT... PHEW. 


(2222-2225 
LOOKIN’ OUT THE WINDOWS LIKE 
LOOKIN’ OVER ME YESTERDAYS. 
ALL IN VAIN. 





... ANYWAY, WHAT DOES SHE KNOW 2 

TWO PhDs Ам’ SHE THINKS SHE'S 

THE BLOODY BRAIN OF BRITAIN / 
BUTTHE THING IS SHE'S RIGHT. 
| REALLY DO THINK PM GONNA 





MIT'S GONNA CHANGE... 
OH, | DUNNO, CHANGE 
EVERYTHIN" AS WE , 
KNOW IT/EVERYTHIN“ 


JUS LEMME SAY 'BYE 
TO THE GARDEN. 


- 


.. FALL DOWN AN 
YOU'RE FIREWOOD. 


У 











CHRIST YOU COULDVE SAID, WELL, 
SOMETHIN’ TO ME IN 20 YEARS / 
ANYTHIN’ WOULD VE РОМЕ... 








Y'KNOW, | PUT 

x UO] ALL ME FAITH 

„4.4 AND TRUST IN 
NOV... 


- BUT RIGHT IN FRONT 
OF MY EYES, IT'S ALL 








TURNED To DVST../ 








STILL, NEVER MIND EH? No USE 
CRYIN OVER SPILT BLOOD. 
| SHOULD BE MORE PERSPICACIOUS 
WHEN CHOOSING CONFIDANTES. | 





OKAY, SORRY. | WAS 

OUT OF ORDER. WE 

MUSTN'T PART WITH 

BAD FEELINS MUST 
WE: 


| WERE STILL 
A MATES, RIGHTS, 








z] 
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HEY, У DIDN'T ` А РМ NOT BEIN’ NARCISSISTIC 

THINK ID LEAVE 5% ; OR ANYTHIN BUT I WANT 

WITHOUTA KISS Pe 4 YOU TO KNOW THAT | LOVE 
DID NOU f ў 4 YOV NITH ALL MY HEART. 
WHETHER YOU'RE YOU, 
МЕ, A BUGEYED MON- 
STER OR A BLoODY 
STUPID REFLECTION 


HEY, WANNA HEAR 


SOMETHIN 425544) | 
ЛЕЕЕЯШУ FUNNY: 





ՎՕՍ MEAN PRETTY Ի" 
MUCH EVERYTHIN' | IT'S JusT 
IN THE NORLD TO ME. THAT... |... 





the lipstick / of АМА THINK THAT MEANS 
hir ! | 
CRACKIN ОРИНСНИ И uk BELIEVE 


IS WHY I'VE GOT TO 60 
WITHOUT You. 4 ЫМ GOD AGAIN... 

















Го BETTER GO NOW, 
OR | NEVER WILL, 


eres lookin 
ı al You, Kid 


ч- ~ 

~ эст” 
1 
i 


_ 20013914 
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Say fans, here's another chance for 
you to relieve yourselves of some 
of your hard-earned dosh! Forget 

the Smiley — get Snarly with the 
Acid Jessamy T-shirt, exclusively 
reak Hotel Gift 
endy T-shirt in 
size-fits-all XL is 
your friends green 
And it can be yours for a 
mere £4.99 (includes p&p!). And if 
you don’t fancy the idea of hanging 
out with a bunch of green friends, 
why not buy them one t00? 
Remember, Chri: ar 


































СТ] any back issues of 
M break Hotel? Get 
БЛ now while the 


FIT EN: С Heartbreak Ноте! 1 
ЛЛА by Alan Moore, 
74-72, GROC, Melinda 
[T3] ] MP LL EI» first-ever appear- 
СОКО ју. Heartbreak Hotel 
РИ ТИ ИС UK interview with 
СВЕТА И ме 8- page tabloid 
p icensorship in comics 
Clr OTI X: mand the first profes- 
DLE аір by Mark (Ней- 
122721) u IT gham. Heartbreak 









R ura t red strips as well as 
Cau with the resurgent 
БОИ Ц /е won't tantalise 
| ZUA LL contents of Heart- 
ILS Ж.) because it's SOLD 
(ДЕ because it was the 
aCe turing the first pro- 
БЕС 77 arance of Shane 
(12272 беу апа a close-to- 
the-bone inte 

ГСН ЭГ С lose of summertime 
mowed in Heartbreak 
"USE ТП), sea, sand and sex 
ПОТ | зе but іп Heart- 
ルス alm could you find 
PO LLL. СУ Roing a full strip?!!! x 4 
О КОД 22231 steful back numbers E 29 BELSIZE PARK 
LL ГЖ сек a mere £2.00 š Յե + LONDON NW3 4DX 
(iC Sm. T)) so don't delay 一 № ; mark them ‘Gift Shop’! 
ТЕО Т collection now and 
Heartbreak Hotel 
СТАУ upplies last 

























oving Jim 
model-maker 
madman by in- 
M — is not one to sit 
Է anyone. A visit to 
his flat-cum-studio goes a 
long way to explaining Jim 
and his work. 
The picture rail is lined 
with water pistols of every 
size and make imaginable, 
from Uzis to alien ray-guns. 
A deconstructed television 
hangs suspended on steel 
wires from an antique sew- 
ing machine frame. Half a 
mirrored globe protrudes a 
good four feet into the 
room above Ше electric 
fire. Fish, as some would 
say. Surreal as the more 
mundane would say. 
Jim’s work is anything but 
surreal, verging as it does 
on the monumental. His 
caustic Теп Command- 
ments, done for his London 
College of Printing degree 
show, earned him a “Best 
of Student Shows” accolade 
from Creative Review and 
led to a commission for a 
larger version of one of his 
“icons” for the Time Out 
Live exhibition held at 
Olympia earlier this year. 
Jim is currently creating 
window displays for Te 
Baker’s shirt Зон: He de- 
votes the same commitment 
to his window constructions 
as he does to any of his own 
ersonal works. “I was 
loing my work very much 
as a eraft thing, so it wasn't 
si 

























really very cost-effective. 
And I could only do cher- 
ubs and machine guns for 
so long. 

“Pm always wondering 
“What do have to say 
now? I like to have an 
external impetus — have 
someone come to me with 
some sort of a problem and 
be able to say ‘ГИ make 
it." 

Moving Jim Hamilton can 
be contacted on % (01) 
837 5739. 


HEARTBREAK @ HOTEL 
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DRESS YOU UP 


Nigel Davies paints black-and-white 
and full colour T-shirts on spec. “Until 
now, most of my commissions have 
been influenced by the world of comics, 
but that doesn’t mean I can't handle 
anything else,” he says. The cost is 
mainly determined by the amount of 
work each shirt entails. As Nigel says, 
"We're not talking hundreds, but 
we're not talking single figures either! 
Remember, you're paying for more 
than a T-shirt with a picture on it.” If 
you're interested in commissioning a 
shirt, write to: Hand Painted, 95 New 
Road, Ware, Hertfordshire SG12 7BY 
with an indication as to what you want 
and an evening phone number. 


ohn Parkes is IMA GE begun his third the 


interested in IN year of a photo- 


gay identity arts degree at the 5 good 
and the people С O N F L ІС T Polytechnic of 


who make that Central London. At earth 


identity. “That is,” present, he is 
says John, “the : working օո 
legislators, popular notions of hese days even Thatchers trying to gdt iron 
teachers, GPs, our gays and children, the Green act — although in her case, the most likely 
ae reason for her turning green is that that's what 
families, ourselves, gays and the age happens to anyone who's been dead for ten years. On 
: the other hand, maybe she pieked up a copy of this 
advertisements, of consent, gays brandnew book, which. tels you everything yon need 
films and so on. and marriage, то know about how to buy ЗП the стар you need te live 
H without crapping all oc КА 
These diverse gays and the dā ubi кою yd ru © 


armed forces, and need to live on. Its 
even got a list of right- 


gays and nature. շո toothpastes, not to CONSUMER 


He participates in mention the names of 


the underarm deodor- 


an Images of Men а» you can sweeten 
group at the yourself with without 


gobbling up a few cubic 

Wandsworth Photo yards of ozone in the 
5 ի process. Mind you, the 
Co OP, which authors, John Elking- 
always welcomes ton and Julia Hailes, do 
members of either say things like “this is 


designed to appeal to 


influences mean 
we end up with 





negative and 
positive parts. 

"What I try to do 
is represent that 


identity in different 

institutional sex and is about to we каналды |. A 
3 .Լ: . spectrum of consumers”. And if you don't want to ki 

contexts at exhibit some of its 2 few trees by not using disposable nappies, that’s all 


particular times. firmly based in my work at the Metro right with them. So they are trying to reach Ше 


yuppies with a “Green without tears” pitch. All the 





JOHN ELKINGTON & JULIA HAILES 
Foreword by Anita Roddick 





Thus, my sequence experience of what Cinema, just off dame, a mseful reference Бай Bur «ӨГӨН ia 

: : " the most Green supermarket chain, it still plays 
of photographs 、 SHOW Section 28.” Shoftesbury crappy muzak! Gollancz, £3.95 — but not printed on 
earlier this year is Јоһп has just Avenue, London. recycled paper, hypocrites! Dave Thorpe 






















usic for the head and feet unlike any you’ve ever heard is the 
inspirational eccentricity of the intrepid Pointy Birds. Their sharp 
ear for harmony and virtuoso fluttering of fingers has spun together 
a dynamic hybrid of Coleman, Parker, Reich and the eerie Orient. 

я Their numbers are short and tight with room for 
flights of improvisation. Live, they set the house 
rocking with their unlikely fusion as David 
FitzGerald bemusedly saws on the string of his 
. cello, John Edwards slaps hard against the 
strings of his double bass, and towering Steve 
Blake cradles his soprano saxophone to his 
pursed lips. This is hot, sweaty, hit-the-floor 
jazz. A particular favourite is April in Peckham 
| — as if Johann Sebastian Bach was on MDMA. 
i Fresh from successes at the ICA and the 
Հ i Croydon Jazz Festival, you can cage these birds 
ivē from тела 5-9 at Тһе Place, London, or send £2.80 (includes 
p%p) to David FitzGerald, Flat 1, Rosslyn House, Rushcroft Road, 
London SW2 1LG to get a cassette of ten infectious acoustic 
assemblies winging your way. Dave Thorpe 
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(Y Ж know what time it 
is — it's time to get 
busy and win yourself a 


Rap Trax albu 
With its finger ever 





on the pulse of mod- о 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000060 


ern musical trends, 
top TV marketing 
company Stylus 
Music has captured 
the best of today’s 
top trax with yet 
another great collec- 
tion of sounds from 
rap and house. 
The Rap Trax LP can be 
yours if you answer the 
following question correct- 
ly by the end of 1988: Who 
recently had a Number 
One hit with The Only Way 
1s Up? 






Send those cards to: 
HEARTBREAK HOTEL 
29 BELSIZE PARK 
LONDON NW3 ADX 


mark them ‘Competitions’! 










answer fo 


T.? We make “ет 


WOWIE KAZOWIE! INCREDIBLY strange films are now 
ready to invade your living room! Thanks to the 
incredibly sublime Mondo Movies, we have two 
Grade Z Ray Dennis Steckler films to give away on 
ultra-moderne VHS video-cassette — Rat Pfink a 
Boo Boo and The Incredibly Strange Creatures Who 
Stopped Living And Became Mixed-up Zombies! For 
a full list of all the films and assorted goodies that 
the boys in the basement at Psychotronic Films have 


to offer, send an SAE to Mondo Movies, c/o Psych > | 


ronic Films, З Buck Street, Camden Town, Londi 
NWI. To win the two Steckler films (and wei к 

in the third — The Thrill Killers — if it ever ge 

our moral guardians at the BBFC), just ai 

rectly this incredibly difficult questi в: 

movie actor graduated to become 
the United States. No cheating now 





win this vides ously 
hard iust for ās 5 
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The INCREDIBLY 






































































































































































































































no point in going 
back to being born 
and school and all 


khat — this is 


impossible [ 


This is getting 
beyond a joke. 
Ут blowing 
this... An 
opportunity 
Like this 
comes once 
ma blue /4 
moon, and 


sl m 
lowin. 
16! 2 
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- 90 Q summarise 


my life into 7 


тіле small 











How many boxes 
left ...five , no, four. 
С топ Teague, 

do something! 
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where do i 










































I do whole 
books, no 
sweat, 
and "т 
agonising 
overa 
one 












Of, 5” 
ello, Don? Lionel? 
About this 'Spill it’ page) 
Ive tried and 
tried, but | 
Jost can't 


come op wit! 
а thing... 
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EMORIES OF Los Angeles in the mid-Sixties consist of a lot of driving 





տե. QB 



































“А telephone was ringing, and it 
just about blew my mind, when I 
picked it up and said 

hello . . . The Shangri-Las came 


on the line.’ , 


— Bob Dylan's 115th Dream, in concert, 1965 





4 while getting stoned. I think the driving part is an L.A. phenomenon. 
nows, nobody drove in New York at that time and in San Francisco 
vi ody hitch-hiked. Anyway, the car radio was always on and many songs of 
eriod came to me for the first time through a heavy haze of marijuana 
e. I remember driving with some friends to an airport. I don’t remember 


which airport, or who it was we were meeting, but I remember 
that we turned off on to a side road before we got there, parked 
on a small hill, turned on the radio and proceeded to get stoned. 

From the radio came The Chiffons singing Sweet-talkin’ Guy, 
one of the best records by one of the best girl groups of the 
Sixties. Twenty years later, unaided by any chemicals whatsoev- 
er, I still marvel at the complicated rhythms, the involved 
counterpoints. 

Another time, on another hill (the hills of Los Angeles must 
have been enveloped in a kind of pot-smog in those days), the 
song on the radio was The Supremes’ Back In My Arms Again. 
Tve never understood why The Supremes emerged as the top girl 
group of the Sixities. Their music is very mainstream, very 
predictable. Perhaps it was just this factor that made them more 
acceptable to the middle-American public. However, Back In My 
Arms Again contains some of my all-time favourite forced 
rhymes: “And Flo/She don’t know/That the boy she loves is a 
Romeo”. 

Understand, this was not Our Kind Of Music. My hipper-than- 
thou friends and I didn’t buy Detroit girl-group albums. We were 
listening to the more psychedelic sounds of Dylan, The Beatles, 
Тһе Byrds. But the girl groups were unavoidable and despite 
myself I grew to love them. 

Sometimes they were part of the package. I saw Martha and 
the Vandellas because they opened for The Byrds, but they could 
have been Martians. They didn’t have Our Sound, and neither 
did they have Our Look. No long straight hair for them, no 
Indian vest embroidered with gold, no velvet bell-bottoms. Ah, 
but their music! Apocryphal! 

How did those three skinny black girls in skin-tight, red 
seguinned evening gowns know that we spoke — in all serious- 
ness — about putting LSD in the water supply to save the world? 
The real bad guys, we figured, wouldn't be able to handle it and 
would go harmlessly crazy. But for the rest of us — just like those 
girls sang — there'd be Dancin” In The Streets. 

Best of all, there were the Shangri-Las. A girl gang group. A 
Bad Girl group. In 1965 they actually opened for Dylan! Three 
white girls this time, all in black — shiny black latex pants, 
skin-tight, tucked into shiny black plastic boots. Skinny heels. 
Pointy toes. Proto-punk. Wow! 

When they sang about their Jamesdean, Easyrider boyfriend 
buying the farm under the wheels of a truck, these chicks were 
tough! And that deathless description, in words that defined cool 
for me forever: “What colour are his eyes?” “I don't know. He 
always wears shades.” 
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At last the one-stopshop for all the things you love is near you. Britain's biggest 


and best comic shops are now all over the country. We provide a dazzling array of 
comic and fantasy material to astound the hardened fan and casual browser alike. 


LONDON 
71 NEW OXFORD STREET, LONDON WC1A 1DG. (01) 836 4179 AND (01) 379 6042. 
The galaxy's BIGGEST specialist store for American comics, 2000 AD, back issues, graphic novels, 
badges, T-shirts, toys, videos, horror, science fiction and fantasy hardbacks and paperbacks, film and 
TV memorabilia and a great deal more! 


GLASGOW 
168 BUCHANAN STREET, GLASGOW G1 2LW. (041) 331 1215. 
Scotland's largest specialist comic and book shop. The pride of the North. 


CAMBRIDGE 
60 BURLEIGH STREET, CAMBRIDGE CB1 1DJ. (0223) 66926. 
The latest addition to the F.P. group. At last you can get a REAL education in Cambridge. 


NEWCASTLE 
TIMESLIP, 17 PRUDHOE PLACE, NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE NE1 7PE. (091) 261 9173. 
Serving the North East area, home of the VIZ culture. DO NOT SPILL ANYONE'S PINT HERE! 


BRIGHTON 
29 SYDNEY STREET, BRIGHTON BN1 4EP. (0273) 687620. 
Recently re-fitted and refurbished, the jewel of.the South coast now has more space, more comics, 
more books and more style. 


MILTON KEYNES 
7 DEER WALK, SPECIALIST ARCADE, CENTRAL MILTON KEYNES MK9 3AB. (0908) 677556. 
Theshopof the future in the shopping centre of the future. 


MAIL ORDER 
P.O. BOX 378, 42 COPPERFIELD RD, LONDON E3 4RD. (01) 980 9711. 
Don't despair if you can't get to your nearest Forbidden Planet — we can deliver the goodies to your 
door. Full monthly US comic list and a giant 2000 AD/Titan Books catalogue. Send a large SAE and 
25p in stamps for details. 


The Crime and Mystery Bookshop 
23 Denmark Street London WC2H BNN 01-497 2200 


In the mean streets of central London, on the site of the original Forbidden Planet, lurks MURDER 
ONE, Britain's first crime and mystery bookshop. All you ever needed to know about crime and 
punishment both fact and fiction. The stuff dreams are made of... 
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News > People 


Obituary: Don Melia 


Tuesday 01 September 1992 23:02 | comments 


Don Melia, administrator and publicist, born 25 December 1953, died 
Liverpool 21 August 1992. 


"MELIA? MELIA? Shouldn't that be Media. This waggish observation 
came (though not for the first time) at the launch of Strip Aids, in 1987 - 
one of the many brilliantly conceived and executed projects created by 
Don Melia that mixed comics, culture and conscience. 


Strip Aids, a fund-raising comic and exhibition for the London 
Lighthouse, featured donated work from nearly 90 artists, including Posy 
Simmonds, Mel Calman, Jamie Reid, Margi Clarke, Alan Moore, Los Bros 
Hernandez and Steve Bell. It was a triumphant breakthrough in the battle 
for Aids awareness and education - a battle which Melia continued to 
wage even up to the last months of his life, whether at home or in 
hospital, constantly questioning and campaigning - and it was the finest 
example of his vision, commitment and grasp of the finer art of public 
relations. 

Though Melia had previously spent some years working in the film 
industry - which reaped a rich harvest of Warhol-like gossip for which he 
became infamous - many people came to know him through the 
pioneering comic publications that he created from the mid-1980s 
onwards. In 1986, Melia, together with his former long-time partner 
Lionel Gracey-Whitman, created "Май Black’, the world's first gay 
superhero. In 1987 they began Heartbreak Hotel, the brilliantly brash and 
influential magazine that brought together comic art and music and 
served as a launch pad for the subsequent success of many new young 
artists. It was at the centre of the real comic art revolution in this country, 
the brash, independent underbelly of an industry that has since been 
embraced by the main stream, but then Melia was also to play a vital role 
in this. 


The energy and skills he brought to Strip Aids did not go unnoticed by 
Titan Books, then Britain's biggest comics publisher and distributor, and 
Melia subseguently became their publicity director. Between 1988 and 
1990, he generated much of the mainstream media coverage of the 'new 
comics’ revolution. 





He had always bemoaned the fact that Britain never had a lesbian and gay 
comic, and ironically, it was only after failing health forced him to leave 
Titan that, from out of his council flat and funded from his state benefits, 
he produced Buddies, perhaps the one that ultimately meant most to him. 


Knowing he was dying, he moved back to his home town of Liverpool. For pe 
many of us it is almost impossible to comprehend that he is not sitting on 
a sofa, cigarette in one hand, cup of tea in the other, simultaneously 
listening to Sixties tapes, watching Divine movies and vexing about the 
world. 


More about: AIDS Arts Charity HIV 








